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Call for Papers for 2024 Special Topics/Issues

Bulletin of Special Education is an academic
journal published by the Department of Special Education
at National Taitwan Normal University. With a rigorous
review system and style guide, the journal is listed as a Tier
1 Core Journal in the Taiwan Social Science Citation Index,

The journal accepts submissions for reqular issues and is
now calling for papers for two special topics/issues in 2024:
Twice-exceptional Students T Special Education in Higher
Education.

Online submission: http://bse.spe.ntnu.edu.tw
Contact: Chen, Assistant Editor, Bulletin of Special Education.
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Topic 1 for 2024
Twice-exceptional Students

Submission time: June 1, 2023, to May 31, 2024
Expected publication date: November 2024 to March 2025.

Twice-exceptional students, also known as 2e students, are students with both giftedness
and disabilities. Because of the masking effect of disabilities, current incidence of this group of
students is lower than expected in Taiwan.

To improve the identification and counseling of twice-exceptional students, the Taiwanese
government has commissioned universities to emphasize the research and development of
several projects, such as “Strengthening the Identifying and Counseling of Gifted Students with
Disabilities,” and “Developing a Flexible Adjustment Model for Identifying and Counseling of
Gifted Student with Disabilities and Social, Economic and Cultural Disadvantages.” In addition
to twice-exceptional students, service targets also include “students with disabilities who have
talents to develop,” and “gifted students with disabilities who have special needs.” Expanding
the scope of service targets is extremely helpful in researching models for identifying and
servicing students with dual special needs.

The school life and learning among twice-exceptional students are often compromised
because of their intrinsic ability discrepancies. Therefore, further research is needed for
systematic counseling interventions and other services related to these students. Specifically,
further in-depth and comprehensive investigations must be conducted on how to reasonably
identify twice-exceptional students, how to adjust the identification procedure, how to plan and
design instruments for identifying these students, how to build a support system for these
students, and how to provide appropriate counseling services to these students. Research on
these students has been relatively scarce in Taiwan compared to those in other countries. It is
imperative for special education research to continue to deepen and broaden the research on
twice-exceptional students.

The journal is calling for papers on (but not limited to) the following topics:
1. Characteristics and needs of twice-exceptional students
2. ldentification and placement of twice-exceptional students
3. Learning and adaptation of twice-exceptional students
4. Education and counseling of twice-exceptional students
5. Intervention and support services for twice-exceptional students
6. Career development of and difficulties facing twice-exceptional students



Topic 2 for 2024
Special Education in Higher Education

Submission time: June 1, 2023, to May 31, 2024
Expected publication date: November 2024 to March 2025

Taiwan’s 12-Year Basic Education policy has yielded expected outcomes since its
implementation in 2014, when basic education was extended from primary education to senior high
school education. According to statistics compiled by the Taiwanese Ministry of Education (MOE),
the enrollment rate for all junior high school graduates was 99.8% for the 2021-2022 academic
year, and the enrollment rate for students with disabilities among these graduates was
approximately 84%. Further findings have revealed a 95.9% enrollment rate for senior high school
graduates and an 81.8% enrollment rate for graduates of vocational schools. The number of senior
high school students with disabilities who continue to pursue higher education has also increased
due to the government’s emphasis on the International Bill of Human Rights and implementing an
inclusive educational curriculum. For the past 15 years (2008-2022), the number of senior high
school graduates with disabilities who further their education in universities has nearly doubled,
with an increase from approximately 8,460 to 16,790. Ensuring that such students can continue to
learn effectively and realize their potential in higher education is a major focus in Taiwanese
special education. According to the Special Education Act, the implementation of special education
involving higher education and adult education. Schools should create special education plans,
appoint dedicated personnel, establish support units, and develop Individualized Support Plans
(ISPs) to assist students with special needs in higher education. Therefore, universities should
pursue providing special education with high quality for these students. Given the 15.3%
suspension and dropout rate for university students (statistics compiled by the MOE for the 2019-
2020 academic year), the learning, life, and development of students with disabilities warrant
additional attention; positive changes to special education can greatly affect students’ career
planning, competitiveness, and quality of life.

Students with disabilities pursuing higher education has become a global trend. Many special
education policies and support measures are now in place in Taiwan. Nonetheless, investigations
into the outcomes of university special education and the difficulties encountered by all individuals
involved (e.g., students, parents, counselors, professors, and lecturers) are required to fill the
research gap and forge connections across academia.

The journal is calling for papers on (but not limited to) the following topics:
The learning, development, and life adjustments of college students with special needs
Career planning and transitioning education for college students with special needs
Development and implementation of special education programs and ISPs
Special education resources, guidance, and services in higher education
Knowledge and literacy on special education among higher education faculty members
Current developments of special education in higher education and prospects of the field
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