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Call for Papers for 2023 Special Topics/Issues

Bulletin of Special Education is an academic
journal published by the Department of Special Education
at National Taitwan Normal University. With a rigorous
review system and style guide, the journal is listed as a Tier
1 Core Journal in the Taiwan Social Science Citation Index,

The journal accepts submissions for reqular issues and is
now calling for papers for two special topics/issues in 2023:
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities &l
Inclusive Education and Technology in Special Education.

Online submission: http://bse.spe.ntnu.edu.tw
Contact: Chen, Assistant Editor, Bulletin of Special Education.
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Topic 1 for 2023
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities &
Inclusive Education

Submission time: now to May 31, 2023.
Expected publication date: November 2023 to March 2024.

The global trend toward inclusive educational reform began in the 1990s. The Salamanca
Statement and Framework for Action on Special Needs Education issued by the United Nations
(UN) in 1994 was signed by 92 countries and was the UN’s first foray into the development and
promotion of inclusive education policies.

Taiwan’s Special Education Act, over the 38 years since its establishment in 1984, has
gradually shifted toward the goal of promoting inclusive education. Today, the development of
special education in Taiwan has entered a stage in which quality is more important than
guantity. On December 13, 2006, the UN passed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. In line with the increasing global attention on inclusive education, Taiwan passed
the Act to Implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2014. Under
Taiwan’s Curriculum Guidelines of 12-year Basic Education, all students, including those with
disabilities, shall be subject to the same curriculum. Taiwan has kept itself aligned with the
global trend of inclusive education over the last few decades. Currently, 87% of students with
special needs receive inclusive education in regular classrooms. Attention and dialogue are
essential for ongoing improvement of the education system, effective integration of regular and
special education, and full participation of students with special needs in class activities, thereby
ensuring genuinely inclusive education.

Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities framework
requires comprehensive institutional reforms in regular and special education to ensure an
inclusive educational environment. This includes changing the purpose of education and
structural strategies, improving teaching methods, and supporting the inclusion of all learners.
The goal of these types of measures is to ensure that every student has a fair and participatory
learning experience and access to a learning environment that meets their individual needs,
ultimately facilitating the successful implementation and development of an inclusive
educational environment. The quality of inclusive education is closely associated with how the
education system operates overall and the broad range of educational activities available.
Therefore, several questions are yet to be answered. For example: What is the current situation
of inclusive education on site? What are the challenges and how are they being addressed? What
changes and improvements are needed in the education system to promote inclusive education?
What resources, support, and professional development systems do schools need on site? How
can regular and special education be integrated to ensure that teaching and the handling of
emotional and behavioral problems of students remains effective?

The journal is calling for papers on (but not limited to) the following topics:
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Practice of inclusive education: challenges, responses, and outlook

Education system and professional development system

Administrative system and the availability of school/class placement options for students
with special needs

Professional growth and training

Integration of regular and special education

Universal design and reasonable accommodations

Differentiated and individualized instruction

Classroom management and guidance
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Topic 2 for 2023
Technology in Special Education

Submission time: now to May 31, 2023.
Expected publication date: November 2023 to March 2024.

Emerging technologies have improved people’s quality of life and have been widely
adopted in educational activities. As tools that enable teachers to improve their teaching
performance and that enable students to enhance their learning outcomes, various
emerging technologies have brought unlimited possibilities to the education sphere. For
example, digital learning, artificial intelligence, programming, energy technology,
nanotechnology, augmented reality, and virtual reality have all been widely explored in
recent years, leading to a wealth of research and practical applications.

In the past, students relied primarily on real-world explorations and operations.
However, with the advent of certain technologies, including digital and virtual reality
technologies, students now have access to an unprecedented range of knowledge and
information. Through the Internet, students have access to content that goes beyond what
books can provide. With the help of technology, students can engage in immersive learning
experiences comparable to real-world situations. Emerging technologies, when applied to
inclusive education, are expected to have beneficial effects on learning progress, behavioral
management, and holistic development for students with special needs.

Questions that have yet to be explored concerning the use of technology in special
education include: How are new developments and research results in assistive technology
being applied to the field of special education? How can emerging technologies be used to
expand skillsets and facilitate holistic development in students with special needs? How can
we use emerging technologies in the classroom and integrate them into special education
courses? How might the effects of these technologies differ between students? How do these
technologies affect students’ learning outcomes?

The journal is calling for papers on (but not limited to) the following topics:

Technological development and special education

Technological capacity of special education teachers

Utilizing emerging technologies and designing special education courses
Teaching design that incorporates emerging technologies in special education
Utilizing assistive technologies and teaching students with special needs
Technology-based learning outcomes of students with special needs
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