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ASSESSING THE EFFECTS OF PLAY
MATERIALS ON SOCIAL INTERACTION OF
YOUNG CHILDREN : BLOCK VERSUS
SAND TABLE
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ABSTRACT

Useing an single-subject design, AACBCACBC, block area ( plus contingent reinforcement
and time-out ) versus sand table area ( plus contingent reinforcement and time-out ) were
assessed for their effects on quantity and quality of social interaction between a preschooler
with Attention-deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, placed in a self-contained special education
class in the preschool program, and a normally developing kindergartner during naturally
occurring reverse maintreamed free play sessions. Social interactions between two children
were observed and coded as initiation and response during play in the block area for three
sessions as baseline, then in the block area with reinforcement and time-out for four
sessions. and in the sand table area with reinforcement and time-out for another four
sessions. The procedure was repeated for another six sessions. Sevenieen sessions were
observed in total. Interobserver agreement averaging of 90% ( range 81% to 100% ) suggests
the data is trustworthy. Results reveal that (@) preschooler’s appropriate initiation behavior
increased during play in sand table, (b) preschooler’s negative initiation and response
('both appropriate and negative ) showed insignificant difference between two areas, (C)
preschooler’s negative behavior —both initiation and response —decreased in the sessions
with contingent reinforcement and time-out. According to these findings, suggestions for

teaching, intervention, and research, were made.
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