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LANGUAGE PERFORMANCE IN SPOKEN NARRATIVES
OF STUDENTS WITH HEARING IMPAIRMENTS, AND
STUDENTS WITH NORMAL HEARING
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ABSTRACT

School-aged, hearing-impaired children’s language performance in oral productions were
analyzed in this study. Language samples containing narratives in the form of story retellings
were collected from 24 third-grade and 44 sixth-grade hearing-impaired students and 65 peers of
the same grade with normal hearing. General language performance measures showed that total
sentences, total words, different words, idioms and conjunction word used in the narratives could
distinguish students with hearing impairments from normal peers. In addition, CTTR reached the
same effect. Also, it was found that students with hearing impairments had significantly more
grammatical errors than normal peers of the same grade. Finally, TTR was found to have
negative correlation with total words and total sentences used in the narratives.



