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A SURVEY STUDY OF WORD RECOGNITION
BY VISUALLY HANDICAPPED STUDENTS

HsUN-KAO CHANG

Aational Taiwan Normal University

The purposes of this study were (1) to study word recognition by
Vi sually Handicapped Student (VHS) in Taiwan, R. O. C., (2) to suggest
some ways enhance of learning achievement and working capability in order
to lead an independent life.

Self-made questionnaires were administered to 52 VHS (blind and low
vision) in Taipei Municipal School for the Blind (TMSB) and 6 blind
integrated students in elementary schools in Taipei City and County. Other
self-made questionnaires were administered to 21 teachers inTMSB.

It was found that (1) VHS with residue vision can learn word recog-
nition either by touch or by sight, (2) Those Chinese Characters with fewer
strokes and used more frequently in daily life, or those specifically taught
by teachers and/or parents, are easier to recognize (3) the number of
characters recognized by VHS have a positive ratio along with the increase
of age.

Half of the teachers in TMSB indicated that (1) it is possible for VHS
to recognize Chinese characters, (2) low vision students find it easier than
blind ones to learn word recogniton. (3) Arabic mathematic figures, Man-
darin phonemes, and the English alphabet are easier to learn than Chinese
characters (4) those characters with fewer strokes and simple in structure,
are easier to learn. .

According to these findings, the author suggests that we
(1) encourage VHS to learn Chinese Characters by all means.

{2) strengthen the visual perceptual training on the pre-school and elemen-
tary school level.

(3) offer more teaching aids and materials for VHS to learn characters.

{4) supply OPTACON for VHS to learn and to practice. i

(5) strengthen pre-service and in-service teacher preparation programs
for VHS.





