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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to study the statistical methods employed in three major
journals of special education in Taiwan: Journal of Special Education, Bulletin of Special
Education, and Bulletin of Special Education and Rehabilitation. Totally 356 articles were
analyzed. The results indicated that the descriptive statistics were the most frequently used
statistical techniques (54.5%), followed by Pearson correlation (49.4%), ANOVA (44.4%), post
hoc comparisons (31.2%) and t-test (30.9%). The least frequently used methods were structural
equation modeling, C statistic, ANOVA with repeated measurement and cluster analysis. In
terms of level of difficulty, 55%of the techniques were basic, 34.9% intermediate and 10%
advanced.

When comparisons were made between three research journals, the results indicated that
Bulletin of Special Education used more advanced statistical techniques such as multivariate,
cluster analysis, canonical analysis and discriminate analysis than two other journals. Future
research is suggested to investigate whether the statistical methods used by researchers in special
education are appropriately employed.



