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AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE BASED ON
THE DEGREE OF MATCH BETWEEN PREFERENCES
AND EXPERIENCES OF THE LEARNING STYLES
OF THE GIFTED STUDENTS IN A JUNIOR

HIGH SCHOOL

CHUNG-CHIEN TSAI

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the differences between
gifted and regular junior high school students in learning style preferences
and experiences, This study =also analyzed the degree of match between
preferences and experiences of the learning styles of the gifted students,
and the relationship between the degree of match and learning performa-
nce of the gifted students.

The subjects were 233 seventh and eighth grade students of the Taipei
Jen-Ai Junior High School. Subjects comprised of 48 gifted and 185 regular
students. The Learning Styles Inventory (LSI) and the Learning Behaviors
Observation Scale (LBOS) were administered to obtain the relative data.

The major findings substantiated that: (a) Both the gifted students
and regular students have similar pattern of learning styles preferences.
Both groups showed higher degree of preferences in projects, discussion,
peer teaching, independent study, teaching games & simulation, but lower
degree of preferences in drill & recitation, lecture, programmed instruction;

(b) In respect of experiences, the gifted students have less experiences
than regular students in drill & recitation, lecture, programmed instruction,
and peer teaching of learning activities; (¢) By the effect of gifted educa-
tion, the eighth grade gifted students showed higher degree of match of
learning styles than seventh grade gifted students as the latter group has
just entered the gifted program for a short period; and (d) The analysis
of the relationship matching degree of the learning styles and learning
performance showed that only a few variables of learning styles have
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significant relation with learning performances (i. e, learning ability, learnig

spirit, creative ability).
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