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3. In terms of teacher qualification, it was suggested that the science high school teachers
should be those who meet the qualifications for high school teachers with related majors. Ideally,
they are enthusiastic, skillful in teaching, and creative. They could come from regular high schools;
however, they must be comitted in gifted education and be provided with in-service training op-
portunities.

4. In terms of curriculum design, it was suggested that the science high school curriculum be
specially designed beyond the existing ones. Social science subjects could be integrated into one,
whereas the optional science curriculum and seminar be increased. The top priority should be
placed on enrichment model, including independent study, mentorship, and advanced placement,
rather than on the acceleration. In addition, a "blank curriculum” be provided for independent
study and seminar.

5 In terms of Instruction, it was suggested that the teaching of thinking skills and research
method be emphasized first, followed by the subject knowledge and foreign language. The learn-
ing outcomes be appraised by teacher, complemented by student his- or herself, based on subject
ability grouping.

6. In terms of advanced placement, it was suggested that the AP program be strengthened. It
could be started as early as the junior year in the scope of math and science and better be taught
in the university.

It is hoped that the Taipei Li-Shan High School would take the above suggestions and estab-

lish a science high school with ideals and features - the first of its kind in Taiwan.
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the identification system for gifted students in
Taiwan. Depth interview was first used to collect original materials to explore the states of the art,
and also develop a questionnaire accordingly. A total of 66 experts and 778 school personnels and
parents were selected for investigating their responses.

The major findindgs of the study were as follows:

(1) Most schools used objective instruments as identification tools, some of them used single
criteria to identify gifted students. There were significant differences from parents and education
experts who emphasized using teacher observation and nomination as well as method of interview
in the identification process.

(2) There was no uniform mode of decision-making on results of the identification. Most
schools preferred filling the vacancy for the gifted class.

(3) Senior high schools used aptitude tests more often and junior high and elementary
schools preferred individual and non-verbal intelligence tests. Experts and school teachers empha-
sized the importance of creativity test.

(4) Many difficulties were indicated in the identification process, including inadequate con-
ception of the giftedness and abuse of the assessment instruments. Elementary schools experi-
enced greater difficulties among other samples.

(5) The most vigorous suggestion put on advocating correct concepts of gifted education.
Others included paying more attention on individual and intra-differences, test construction, and
more teachers and experts involved in the identification process.

Keywords: gifted students, identification
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