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A STUDY OF MAKING DECISIONS OF SPECIAL
EDUCATION PLACEMENTS BY PARENTS OF
STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES

Jill Huang Tien-Miau Wang

Taipei Municipal TienMu Junior High School National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study were to explore what parents of students with intellectual disabilities
had experienced to make decisions of special education placements, the factors to be considered,
and their viewpoints regarding the existing placements and more integrated placements. The
subjects, including the parents whose children were in special school and home bound, were
interviewed by semi-structured method.

The results of this study were as follows: (1)The experience of making decision about special
education placement by parents of children with mental retardation: The frequently experience was
the rejection from schools. (2)The factors when they were making decisions about special
education placement for their children: The mainly considering factors were school and children.
(3)The situation and reasons of parents for their satisfactory of the education placement of their
children: In the 28 cases whose children were in special schools, 25 cases were satisfied with their
children education placement, and otherwise were not. In the other 12 cases whose children were
in home bound, 10 cases were not satisfied with their children education placement, and only 2

cases were satisfied. (4)Their opinion about special education placement for their children: In the

40cases, 26cases agreed with the re-placement into one more inclusive environment for their

children once the new education placement is better than the old one. Other 10 cases disagreed

with this placement because of their consider of the children’s ability.

Keywords: placement decisions, intellectual disabilities, parents




