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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the 390 mentally retarded children in Taiwan
from 3 to 8 years old on the stuctures of the general reasoning abilities which were measured
by the "Columbia Mental Maturity Scale (CMMS)" , "Language Development Investigation Scale
of Mentally Retarded Children" and "Language Disordered Scale of Preschool Children" and to
explore the correlated factors of the general reasoning abilities of mentally retarded children.
The data was analyzed by using the t test, ANOVA and correlation coefficient. The major find-
ings of the study were as follows:

1.The sequence of general reasoning ability scores from superior to inferior of mentally
retarded children were as follows:

(1) Shapes & Colors (2) Names (3) Space (4) Machines & Function (5) Whole & Section
(6) Others and Numbers.

2.The scores of Total Scores, Shapes & Colors, Space,Machines & Function and Numbers
of the female mentally retarded children were suporior to those of the males.

3.The scores of general reasoning abilities of mentally retarded children in higher age
groups were superior to those of the lower age groups.

4.The score sequence of general reasoning abilities of mentally retarded children in dif-
ferent areas from superior to inferior were as follows: (1)the eastern area (2) Taipei City (3) the
northern area (4) the southern area (5) the middle area.

5.The scores of sibling numbers and social economic status of mentally retarded chiidren
did not differ significantly in general reasoning ability structures.

6.The scores of different age of the mentally retarded children differed significantly in

terms of Shapes & Colors, Numbers, Space, Names, Mechanics & Functions,Whole & Section,
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and Total scores.

The scores of different sex of the mentally retarded children differed significantly in term
of Names.

The scores of different areas of preschool mentally retarded children differed significantly
in term of Shapes & Colors, Numbers, Names, Mechanics & Function, Whole & Section, Others
and Total Scores in the general reasoning abilities.

7.There was significant correlation among different ages in scores of general reasoning
ability structures of mentally retarded children, except Whole & Section reasoning ability. There
was significant correlation between "Shapes & Color, and Total Scores" and "Areas" of the gen-
eral abilities in mentally retarded children.

8.There was signiﬁc’a’nt correlation among the general reasoning abilities, the oral com-

prehensive ability,and the verbal expressive ability in mentally retarded children.



