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ESTIMATING RELIABILITIES FOR
THE WISC-III SUBTEST-COMPOSITES

Hsin-yi Chen Jianjun Zhu
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Yung-Hwa Chen

The Chinese Behavior Science Corporation

ABSTRACT

The reliabilities of 66 meaningful subtest-composites suggested by both Kaufman (1994) and
Sattler (1992) were examined for children from age 6 to 16 using the 1,100 Taiwan standardization
data of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children, the third edition (WISC-111). The average
WISC-III composite reliabilities range from .80 to .96. Among them, 64% showed reliabilities
higher than .90. Result revealed that all of these composites are sufficiently reliable for screening,
and hypothesis generation purpose. Limitations and suggestions for practical usage of these

composites were also discussed in details.

Key Words: WISC-III, subtest composites, Taiwan, reliability, cognitive abilities, Noncognitive
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