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To explore personal traits, perceived learning environment and educational benefits
of intellectually gifted students in self-contained special classes, 287 gifted students (231
boys and 56 girls) and 338 students from regular classes (246 boys and 92 girls) from
grades 7 to 9 were drawn from three junior high schools in Taipei area. The Tennessee

3-9. . Self-Concept Scale, the Academic Achievement Motivation Inventory, the Chinese Children
[Trickett, E J, & Moos, R. H. (1971). Assessment of.the psychosocial environment.. Anxiety Scale, the Science and Mathematics Aptitude Test, the Test of Science-Related
of the high school classroom. Stanford, Calif: Standford University. Attitudes, and the Learning Environment Inventory were administered to the subjects.
Turney, A H. (1931). Intelligence, motivation and: achi_evgzment. ]Qur-nal of - The data were analysized by 3 (grades) X 2 (groups) ANOVA. It was found that (1) the
_bsychology, 22 426-434. : ‘ gifted student had a more positive self concept, higher achievement motivation, and a
Tuttle, F. B, & Becker, L. A, (1980). Progmm deszgn and development for glfted lower test anxiety level than the regular students; (2) the gifted students were superior

and talented stvdents. Washlngton D C: National Educatlon Assessmnt. to the regular students in science and mathematics abilities as well as in their attitudes

Wu, W T (kﬁ@) (1975) Classroom clzmates o Chmese cmd Amerzcan elementary toward science; (3) there were both positive and negative aspects in learning envlronf
ment perception for the gifted students as compared with the regular students, i.e, the

schools A cross- cultural study Unpubllshed doctoral dlssertatlon Univ-
ersity of Kentucky, U S A

gifted students perceived better “Goal Direction”, better “Speed”, less “Difficulty”, and

less “Apathy” than the regular students; however, the regular students perceived more

) “Formality” and “Democracy”. On the other hand, for the gifted, as “Diversity” and

ekl (e e 7 Bl “Competitiveness” increased with grades, so did the “Cohesiveness”, “Friction”, and

A El B L “Cliqueness”; however, for the regular -students the trend didn’t change much; (4) the
major contribution of the special class for the gifted seemed to be in the growth of
cognitive ability and the improvement of learning attitude, it seemed also to be in favor
of personality development.

In conclusion, the gifted were superior to the regular students in most personal traits.
The special class provided more and better interaction opportunities for the gifted
students. The educational effects of the special class, although there were some positive
evidences, need to be further investigated through a logitudinal study.
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