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ABSTRACT

A needs assessment was conducted to identify the needs perceived by families with intellec-
tually handicapped youngsters and the existing resources available in Taiwan. It was also intend-
ed to explore the risk factors which had preventéd families from being served and the degree of
satisfaction regarding the services families received. A total of 879 parents of children under six
who showed obvious intellectual handicaps and 58 service providers was surveyed. As the results,
families with young handicapped children expressed anxious needs in direct services for their
child and information. Financial assistance from the government and supports services provided
by parents groups were also the needs reported by these families. Even though parents showed
their satisfaction with services, mainly provided by private groups, however, the discrepancy be-
tween needs expressed by parents and the existing resources was obviously found. The risk fac-
tors prohibiting families to be served included limited or no community resources available, prob-
lems of knowing existing resources, difficulties of finding services with good quality, transporta-
tion problems, high costs of services, or high selection criteria set by agencies. Families with
handicapped children in younger ages or in more severe and complicated conditions, parents who
had lower education, families which had lower income' or resided in the area where community
resources were limited had more risks to be under-served. The study thus suggested the_govern-
ment to initiate well-planned public awareness programs, child find and identification system,

comprehensive and coordinated services, and personnel preparation programs.
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THE IMPACT ON FAMILIES AND FACTORS
AFFECTING FAMILIES’ DECISION TO
SEEK VARIOUS CARE MODELS FOR

ADULTS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES IN TAIWAN

Yueh-Ching Chou

Soochow University

ABSTRACT

13 families of adults (age 18 and over) with developmental disabilities and 7 families with
senile demential and vegetation were interviewed with open-ended questionnaires regarding their
needs. The purposes of this study are to identify the unmet needs for families, and to explore the
main factors that influence the families’ decisions to seek home, community-based, or institution-
al care. The significant unmet services for families are family supportive systems in order to re-
lease their burden of long-term care. The main factors affecting these families’ dicisions to seek
home, community-based, or institutional care are family characteristics such as family SES, family
involvement in supportive groups, residential program information, and use of community ser-
vices. This information is useful for reaching decisions with respect to developing models of resi-
dential care for disabled who need to be cared by others.
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