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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of semantic processing strat-
egies on word recall in mentally retarded students. Subjects were asked to organize the
target words into stories as they memorized these words.

Sixty mild mentally retarded adolescents were randomly assigned to story — pro-
vided, story — generating, and rehearsal conditions. Two — character words were simul-
taneously presented in blocks of five ( Experiment I) and blocks of ten (Experiment II
Vs

Each experiment consisted of three trials. Both experiments were administered to all
subjects. Retention was measured immediately after each experiment, after an interval of
10 minutes, and after a month. For immediate recall, no significant main effect or inter-
action effect vas found. For recall after a 10-minute interval, agam no significant differ-
ence was found. For recall after a month, subjects in blocks-of-ten story-generating condi-
tion performed better than those of the other two conditions, whereas no significant dif-
ference was observed for blocks-of-five presentation. It is suggested that subjects in
story-generating condition might have appgied their prior learning strategies to recall tar-
get words as the number of words increased.





