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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to examine the effects of overcorrection ( OC), dif-
ferential reinforcement of other behavior (DRO), and combination of OC and DRO on
diminishing self-stimulation behaviors of there institutionalized moderately and severely
retarded children, and the generalization effect across different settings. A multiple treat-
ment design was employed in examining the effects of the three strategies. Procedures
were arramged as follows: (1) baseline phase (2 weeks): to record the percentage of self-
stimulatory behaviors of each subject; (2) treatment phase (9 weeks): to examine the
effect of a 3-week treatment for each strategy; (3) follow-up phase (1 week ): to see how
the target behavior changed as the result and; (4) retreatment phase (3 weeks ): to employ
the most effective strategy to diminish the target behavior. The abave (1)~(3) steps were
applied for subject A in examining. the generalization effect when a multiple baseline
design across settings was used.

The results indicated: (1) all three strategies could effectively diminish the self-
stimulatory behavior. DRO was the most effective strtegy for subjects A and B; and OC
& DRO combination, on the other hand, was the one most effective for subject C.

(2) effects of three strategies on diminishing self-stimulator behavior of subject A
could generate different settings.

Limitations of the present study and suggestions for further studies were discussed.
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the study were to explore (1) the facts of and the factors related to
school adjustment of the gifted early entrants (GEEs), and (2) the teachers’
opininons of early admission .for gifted children.

The subjects were composed of 48 first grade gifted early entrants ( 28 boys
and 20 girls ) from 38 primary school in Taipei city,48 regular entrants (REs) who were
randomly drawn from the classmates of GEEs matched by sex for comparing, and 46
teachers who were the current teachers of each early entrant.

The subjects’ data were obtained by WISC — R, School Adjustment Scale
(SAS), Achievement test, Children’s School Experience Questionnaire(CSEQ),School
records, and Interview Questionnaire. The obtained data were analyzed by t —
test, multiple stepwise regression, canonical correlation analysis. The main findings
were as follows:

1. In academic achievement,the score on achievement test of GEEs was superior to
that of REs.

2. In physical development, GEEs were shorter and lighter than REs.

3. The results of the SAS rated by teachers revealed that GEEs were better than REs
in learning behaviors and there were no significant differences between GEEs and REs
in social behaviors, emotional adjustment, motor skills, conformity , disturbing
behaviors, abstracted behaviors and physical & health status.

4. The results of the CSEQ completed by children revealed no significant dif-
ferences between GEEs and REs in attitudes toward school, reactions to academic
activities,rapport with teacher,anxiety — withdrawal,and self confidence within the school
setting.

5. For GEEs,the results of multiple stepwise analysis revealed the verbal IQ could
predict significantly to the score on achievement test; and for REs, the verbal IQ and
chronological age were the significant predictors.
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6. For REs, gender, CA, birth order, SES, verb IQ, perfomance IQ, length of
preschool experience, weight, height, achievement had- significant canonical relation
with the variables on SAS and CSEQ; but for GEEs, there was not any canonical corre-
lation between the two group variables. ‘

7. The school records indicated the Grades of GEEs were A + and A.

8. According. to the results of interviews with teachers ,teachers’ comments on GEEs
indicated the ovreall academic performace of GEEs were superior or equal to that of
their classmates; GEEs had harmonious relationship with their classmates; in emo-
tional development,some GEEs(199%) cried and frustrated easily; in motor development,
some GEEs(219) were slow workers and some of them had a few difficulties in fine
motor skills. _

9. The results of interviews indicated that 80.49% of teachers favored early admis-
sion for gifted children,while 17.4% of teachers didn’t favor this kind of program.






