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National Taiwan Normal University National Changhua University of Education
ABSTRACT

Purpose: The course of "Introduction to Special Education" is getting more and more
important for today’s teacher education, and the textbooks play the critical role. This
study analyzes and compares "Introduction to Special Education" textbooks in Taiwan
and in the United States. Methods: The authors focused on 6 textbooks, both in Taiwan
and in the United States, chosen from "Introduction to Special Education" syllabi. These
syllabi were gathered from 13 special education departments in Taiwan and the top 10
special education graduate schools or departments in the United States in 2010. The study
processes are as follows: First, the authors reviewed the content of these textbooks to ex-
amine the statistical data, including the numbers of pages, chapters, tables, figures, total
numbers of tables and figures, tables and figures per chapter, reference, references per
chapter, and the proportion of references. Second, the authors also analyzed the contents
of each textbook by the criteria of CEC’s Initial Content Standards for Special Educators.
The 10 standards are the foundations, development, and characteristics of learners, indi-
vidual learning differences, instructional strategies, learning environments/social interac-
tions, language, instructional planning, assessment, professional and ethical practice, and
collaboration. Next, the authors analyzed the contents of each textbook by the main top-
ics of "Issues and Trends in Special Education". The 12 topics include related laws, clas-
sification and education, the least restricted environment and free appropriate education,
inclusion, a barrier-free environment, assistant technology, early intervention, IEP, career
transition, teamwork, parent involvement, and welfare. Lastly, the authors interviewed 2
textbook writers in Taiwan. Findings: (1) Of the textbooks in Taiwan, the numbers of
pages, chapters, tables, and figures per chapter, reference, references per chapter, and the

proportion of references in a decade were less than in the United States. (2) Textbooks in
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the United States are based on more than one indicator of the basic special education
teacher skills, but the textbooks in Taiwan are not. (3) The main topics of "Issues and
Trends in Special Education" in Taiwanese textbooks are less completed than in U. S.
textbooks; however, both reflect the issues and trends in contemporary special education.
(4) Taiwanese and U.S. textbooks possess some special characteristics individually. Con-
clusions: The reason for the differences between textbooks of the 2 countries may be the
diverging tendency of special education in each country, different market demand amount
of special education textbooks, and the diverse states of the special education academic
community. Finally, the authors suggest practices for editing, composing, and using the

"Introduction to Special Education" textbooks in the future.

Keywords: comparative education, special education, introduction to special education,
textbooks
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