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COMPARISON OF PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE
AND SCHOOL ADJUSTMENT BETWEEN
GIFTED AND REGULAR STUDENTS
IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Ming-Fu Tsai ~ Wu-Tien Wu

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to examine the differences between gifted and regular
students in terms of personal intelligence and school adjustment. The subjects were comprised of
310 gifted students and 310 regular students. Assessing insturments included The Personal
Intelligence Scale and the School Life Inventory. The data obtained were analyzed by three-way
multivariate analysis of variance and canonical correlation anslysis.

The main findings of this study were as the following:

1. In terms of interpersonal intelligence

(1) The gifted students were superior to the regular ones in the ability of guiding others.

(2) The 5™ graders were superior to the 6™ graders in the abilities of being genuine,
empathetic, and appropriate role-playing.

(3) Girls were superior to boys in the abilities of self-examining, being amiable to, and caring
for others; however, in terms of the ability to be humorous, boys were superior to girls.

2. In terms of school adjustment

(1)The gifted students were superior to the regular ones in terms of studiousness and teacher-
student relationship.

(2) There were no grade differences in school adjustment.

(3) Girls were superior to boys in studiousness and compliance; however, boys’ self-concepts
were superior to girls’.

3. The relationships of personal intelligence and school adjustment:
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There were significant canonical correlation in both gifted students and the regular ones.
Further discussions are made according to the present research findings, some suggestions for
gifted education and futher studies are also proposed finally.

Key words: gifted students, personal intelligence, school adjustment



