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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to introduce a Learning Disabilities Identification
model which would include the ideas of pre-referral intervention and re-
sponse-to-intervention. To test the feasibility of the model, we designed and implemented
a pre-referral intervention program in order to identify students with learning disabilities
from a group of 47 low-achieving aboriginal students. The process of identification con-
sisted of 5 stages: (1) screening out of low achievers; (2) conducting a pre-referral inter-
vention; (3) evaluating the effectiveness of the intervention; (4) based on the results of (3),
determining appropriate educational services for low- achieving aboriginal students; (5)
LD identification. Researchers also examined the feasibility of the model by means of
various approaches. The main findings were: (1) it is feasible to include a pre-referral in-
tervention program in the LD identification process; (2) students’responses to interven-
tion served to distinguish LD learners from low achievers, and the number of suspected
LD learners decreased at each successive stage; (3) pre-referral intervention reduced the
number of students who needed to receive further LD identification; (4) using inde-
pendent evaluation as a criterion, those who were diagnosed as LD learners were very
likely to have poor responses to intervention. The percentage of false negatives was low.
The research findings supported the assumption that pre-referral intervention is feasible
and can effectively discriminate “low-achieving” and “possible learning-disabled” groups.
The implementation and difficulties confronted are described in detail.

Keywords: Aboriginal students, learning disability, pre-referral intervention program, re-
sponse to instruction



