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ABSTRACT

137 Ss, including 113 males and 24 females institutionalized mentally
retarded, were measured with the AAMD Adaﬂfivé Behavior Scale revised
by otfie of the authors. The sample was d1v1ded mto 4 groups by age: (2) age
19-20, (b) age 21-30, (c) age 31-40 and () age over 41. Comparison among
different characteristics of the age groups were analyzed by t-test and
ANOVA. The results showed as the following:

1. Elder Ss have lower adaptive behavior level, especially in *Relationship”
domain of the scale, part I

2. Elder Ss have higher maladaptive behavior level, especially in “Rebel-
lious Behavior” and “Withdrawal” domains of the scale, part II

3. The adaptive behavior readiness degree of Ss were lower thanthat of
the normal group and the EMR.

4. Ss with higher readiness degree of adaptive behavior come from the
parents with better education background.

5. The Ss adaptive behavior revealed no obviously statistic difference in
terms of the classification of their parents’ job.

A systematic traning system is strongly recommended to set up in the
institations.
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Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan, RO.C.

THE DIFFERENCE OF PARENT-TEACHER VIEWPOINTS
REGARDING THE IMPACT OF A MENTALLY
RETARDED CHILD ON THE FAMILY

TIEN-MIAU WANG

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to explore the ‘impact of a mentally
retarded child on family and its interactions with communify and schools.
‘At the same time, the difference of parent-teacher viewpoints was analyz-
ed. Two kinds of self-devised q‘uestionnaires‘ were sent separately to 766
parents and 554 teachers of the mentally retarded who were randomly
selected from the special classes, special schools, private training centers
and institutions in Taiwan area.

The main findings were: (1) Impact on family-The parents of MR
children with more severe conditions experienced crises at earlier years
of the child and mostly had to cope with financial problems. The
issues that parents of older MR children worried the most was
“future employment” instead of “social adjustment” or “learning”. Parent
adaptation were related to the factors such as severity of retardation or
SES of a family. (2) Extrafamily dynamics-High SES families used various
community resources more often while most of the families depent on the
supportive services from physical doctors and special education teachers.
Otherwise the mass communication media were also expected to play an im-
portant supportive role. (3) Teacher-parent interactions-Parents had high
satisfactions with the educational programs for their MR children but
expect more discussions and information exchanges with teachers on educa-
tional issues. Professional assistance was found to be the most urgent
need of parents. (4) Difference of parent-teacher viewpoints-Teachers had
more negative feelings and attitudes toward parent adaptation, family
mobility as well as teacher-parent relationship, especially for those with
less professional backgrounds.
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