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ABSTRACT

The study had a twofold main purpose: (1) to explore math abilities and compare the inter-
differences of the elementary learning disabled, elementary hearing impaired, and both elemen-
tary and junior high mentally retarded students; and (2) to analyze the patterns of each type
students’ math intra-differences. Four hundred and one students from 20 elementary and junior
high special education programs in Taipei city and county participated in this study. Standard-
ized "Diagnostic Mathematics Test", "Math Ability Development Test", and a creterion-referenced
"Math Concept Inventory" were used to collect data. The obtained data were analyzed by vari-
ance analysis, Scheffe’ posthoc comparisons, and frequencies. Main research findings were: (1)
Whole math ability of the elementary learning disabled was the best, followed by those of the
junior high mentally retarded and elementary hearing impaired groups, the lowest was that of
the elementary mentally retarded group; (2) Application area was the lowest ability among all
four groups. Computational abilities of the two retarded groups were lower than their concep-
tual abilities. The above two abilities of the hearing impaired were similar to those of the junior
high retarded group, but higher than those of the elementary retarded group. The application
ability of the hearing impaired group, however, was similar to that of the elementary retarded
group; (3) Among the subabilities, fractions and decimals, subtraction, multiplication, division,
money, measurement, and patterns were the lower ones; whereas numbers, figures, symbols, ad-
dition, sets, geometry were the higher subareas; (4) The higher the grade, the better the math
abilities of all three type disabled students. But the progress was slowed down gradually; (5) The
intra-differences among the math abilities of the mentally retarded were insignificant; while
those of the hearing impaired were more significant. A few intra-differences were shown among
the math abilities of the learning disabled. Suggestions on curriculum and instructional design

and future research as well were made in this study.
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DOES THE "HOME-BOUND INSTRUCTION" PROGRAM MEET
THEIR DISABLED CHILDREN’S EDUCATIONAL NEEDS?
-- PARENTS’ VIEWPOINTS
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to explore the parents’ attitudes toward and opinions on the
"Home-Bound Instruction (HBI)" program. The target population was parents of disabled chil-
dren participating in the HBI program in Taiwan area. One half of the target population
(N=1,089) was randomly selected as the sample to answer a questionnaire in relating to their
children’s needs of educational placement and their comments on the HBI program in general.
As a result, 967 subjects (or 89%) of the target sample were available. The major findings were
as follows:

I.Most parents were aware of and positively recognized the HBI and its itinerary teacher
programs. The awareness was increased as the parents’ educational level increased. However,
there were still about a quarter of subjects who were unsatisfied with the program, because the
itinerary teacher didn’t show up at all.

2.Most parents were aware of the "Education Subsidies" (NT$ 3,500 or NT$5,500 monthly)
through school system; again, the awareness was increased as the parents’s educational level in-
creased; it was criticized that those who were over school age (i.e., over 15) were not illegible
for applying for the subsidies even they were still in the HBI program; one half of the subjects
wished it increased. '

3.The major reasons that their children failed to attend school were: their disabilities were
too severe and the school settings were not accommodated; they were so severe that only few
parents had attempted to look for institutional care.

4.It was hoped that itinerant services be provided on weekdays either in the morning or in

the afternoon, at least once a week.
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5.The most needed services of the children with severe disabilities and who failed to attend

hool were: medical rehabilitation, arrangement of institutional care, individual instruction,
schoo ¥

and parent counseling.
Based on the findings of this study, suggestions of improving educational placement and

roviding better services for children with severe/multiple disabilities were discussed.
P




