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A Comparative Study on Oral Expressive
Abilities between Moderately Mentally Retarded
Children and Normal Elementary School Children

Yi-Doun Cheng

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to compare the abilities of moderately mentally retarded
children with that of normal children in the areas of: vocabulary, number of sentences,
mean length of utterance in morphemes, variation in vocabulary, frequency of simple
sentences, complex sentences, compound sentences, number of faulty sentences and nonsen-
tehces, and rhetoric.

The subjects were seventy-eight moderately mentally retarded children and seventy-eight
normal children. They were paired by age and sex. Self-designed dolls were used as the
stimulus for conversation. Data was obtained primarily through observation of conversation
following a play period and through observation of individual story-telling.

The main findings were as follow:

1. The moderately mentally retarded children used less vocabulary than normal children.
However, the vocabulary used by the mentally retarded children was increased with their
age just like that of the normal children.

2. The number of sentences used by the mentally retarded and the normal children did
not differ, but, the Mean Length of Utterance in Morphemes of the mentally retarded
children was shorter than that of the normal children. However, both of their MLU
increased with age.

3. There was a difference in the frequency of their use of complex and compound
sentences between the two groups. The syntax of normal children increased in complexity
in relation to their age, but that of the mentally retarded children did not.

4. The number of faulty sentences and nonsentences of the mentally retarded children
was greater than that of the normal children. The number of faulty sentences of the
normal children decreased along with their age, but that of the mentally retarded children
did not. The ratio of faulty to faulty sentences of the mentally children was also higher
than that of the normal chldren.

National Taiwan Normal University,Taipei,Taiwan,R.0.C

Bulletin of Special Education 1993,9,177—190
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Social Status of Gifted Students in
Taiwan, R.O.C as Assessed by
their Age/ Grade Peers.

-

Joyce Steeves, Ed. D.
The Johns Hopkins University

ABSTRACT

This study investigated the social status of gifted children as assessed by
their age/ grade peers in Taiwan, Republic of China. The gifted subjects
were from grades 4-8, in both urban and suburban schools, who spent the
larger part of the academic day in the regular classroom while partaking in
a resource, or pull-out gifted program. All students completed a sociometric
nomination instrument in which they rated their classmates. A 2 ( Gender )
by 2 ( Group, gifted v non-gifted ) analysis was used to investigate group
differences in children assigned by their peers to popular, rejected, neglected,
or controversial group status. Gifted children are as popular as non-gifted
children, although there may still be cause for concern about the percentage
of gifted girls who are nominated. Although non-gifted boys are the most
frequently nominated as “liked most” of all the groups, they are also
more likely to be nominated as “liked least.” No gifted students were
assigned to the unpopular group. Gifted children are no more likely to be
considered neglected or controversial than their non-gifted counterparts.
Students at the elementary level are more likely to be considered controve-

rsial than at the junior high level.
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Children do not learn in isolation. In
this interdependent world, it is essential
to cooperate comfortably with different
people. A theoretical justification for
this idea has been in evidence since
Vygotsky introduced the concept that

knowledge is social. Vygotsky (1978)
emphasized that we learn from other
people and that a child’s development
is very much a product of his / her
participation in the social world. Cornell
(1990 ) describes peer relations as a




