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The Effect of Picture Exchange Communication System on
the Spontaneously Generalized Communication Behaviors
for Low-Functioning Children with Autism

Hsin-Y1 Lin Tsung-Ren Yang
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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research was to explore the efficacy of Picture Exchange
Communication System (PECS) in improving the spontaneously generalized
communication behaviors for the elementary low functioning children with autism. A
multiple probe across settings design of single subject research method was adopted.
There were two subjects in this research; one was an eleven-year-and-one-month old boy
and the other was a nine-year-and-ten-month old boy. The independent variable was the
training of PECS, and the dependent variable was the spontaneous communication
behaviors. The research was held four days a week and all instructions were videotaped
for data analyses. Results indicate that:
1.Two subjects met the successful learning criterion for Phase I, II and I of PECS
after three-month training.

2.During PECS initial training stage, two subjects showed spontaneous communication
behavior.

3.During PECS generalization training stage, although both subjects could partially
spontaneously communicate with other teachers, generalization training was still

required for fully stabilized spontaneous communication.
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