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ABSTRACT

This study was intended to investigate problems existing in special
education practices in Taiwan and the actions for improvement. Total of 391
special education teachers, 240 administrators, and 30 college educators were
surveyed with the questionnaire.

Shortage and lack of training background of special education personnel
in current practices was identified to be the main problem to be focused. It
was suggested that special education personnel needed to be trained in long-
or short-duration preservice programs which emphasized on the need-matched
curriculum rather than in 20-credit inservice training programs . Special
attention was called to the following issues which were in need for improve-
ment : (1) expanding services to those school-aged handicapped children
who were in more severe handicapping conditions; (2) developing practice
guidelines for special education teachers; (3 ) preventing from personal
bias in assessing handicapped children for the placement purpose; (4 )
investigating causes of turnover, raising stipend for special education teachers,
recruiting certified personnel, developing teaching materials, encouraging
special teachers to participate training workshops, delivering services through
area resource centers for ensuring quality of teaching; (5) initiating and
developing early intervention programs for young handicapped children and

their families.
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