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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to measure the speechreading ability of mainstreamed
hearing-impaired students, and to explore its correlated factors. Sixty-seven
students with moderate to profound hearing loss were subjects. They were
drawn from resource room (RM ) or self-contained special class of 8
primary schools.

Subjects were tested on “The Revised Benton's Visual Retention Test” ,
“Language Ability Test of Hearing-Impaired Students”, “SPM ” , and
Speechread ing Test” . Results were as follows:

(1). Only 42% of the subjects understood 60% or more of the content of
the test.

(2). The degree of hearing loss, language abilities, 1Q, grade, and the
amount of instruction subjects received from RM teachers related
significantly to their speechreading ability.

Other factors ( sex, age, sight, age of onset, social economic status,
HA-fitting age, HA-wearing hours in a day, visual retention ability, and
pre-school training ) showed no significant correlations.

(3). Students’ language competence, degree of hearing loss, and the
amount of instruction they received accounted for 67.3% of the variation in
the speechreading scores.

(4). Students with moderate hearing losses were better speechreaders in
comparison to those with severe to profound impairment.

(5). Better speechreaders received less instruction from RM service.

(6). Subjects of different grades did not differ significantly in their
speechreading ability when the covariates language competence and IQ were
excluded.

Implication of this study and suggestions for future research were discussed.
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