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ABSTRACT

There have been continuing reports of the sexual abuse of people with intellectual
disabilities. Therefore, the researchers felt it was important to explore this problem
further, and the present study had two purposes: (1) to better understand the process
and the effects of the sexual abuse undergone by intellectually disabled victims; and

(2) to explore the relationship of age, degree of disability, and occupation with the
process and effects of abuse. The records of the cases of 164 sexually abused patients
were collected. The results showed that most victims were females, aged 12-30 and
mildly disabled; they were also single-episode victims. Most of these cases involved
forced sexual intercourse and occurred in private places such as the abuser’s or victim’s
home. The abusers were mainly lone males who were sometimes friends or neighbors of
the victim and sometimes strangers. The victims mostly did not resist. And they did not
receive maltreatment other than sexual abuse.

The abuse had no physical effect on 90 of the subjects, but others suffered injury or
became sick, developed sleeping disorders and/or got pregnant. ( In the latter case they
usually had abortions.) As to the psychological influence, 44 subjects were not
affected, but other subjects felt afraid or angry, and/or they became very silent after the
experience.

It was also shown that, in addition to age level, the occupation of the victims also
had a relationship with the abuse process experienced as well as the physical and

psychological effects of the abuse. However, the degree of the victim’s intellectual



disability had no relationship with the abuse process experienced as well as the physical
and psychological effects of the abuse. Finally, the discussion of the present study was

detailed in this paper.

Keywords: intellectual disability, sexual abuse, categorization of victims



