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' ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to construct Chinese version of the Develop-
mental Indicators for the Assessment of Learning-Revised (DIAL-R) and to
examine its effectiveness as a screening test for Chinese preschool children. Mainly
based on the 1983 form of DIAL-R, the Chinese version consisted of three subtests,
i.e, Motor (7 items), Concept (8 items), and Language (8 items). The sample for

standardization was drawn from the northern, middle, and southern parts of Taiwan,
composed of 990 subjects, ages 2-6, among which there were 504 boys and 486 girls-
475 from urban areas and 515 from rural areas. The raw scores were transferred
into scale scores, ranged from 0 to 4. The norms were constructed for 16 age groups
(3 months as an age group). The cut-off point for identifying children with learning
difficulties or possible giftedness is the score 1.5 standard deviation below or above
the mean. It was found that the test-retest reliabilities, .83-.94, and criterion-
referenced validities (using CMMS as the criterion), .62-.78, were both satisfactory.
By means of step-wise multiple regression analysis and 4-way ANOVA, it was found
that age was the key factor in determining learning abilities of preschool children.
Next to age were home location and socio-economic status. In general, children from
urban areas or higher SES families showed better performance than those from rural
areas or lower SES families. However, the differences seemed to be decreased as
age increased. In comparison with American norms, the two cultural groups seemed
to have a similar developmental pattern of abilities, though there were some differ-
ences in certain items. In conclusion, the Chinese version of DIAL-R proved to
be a promosing developmental scale.
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THE CHINESE VERSION OF PRESCHOOL LANGUAGE
SCALE AND ITS RELATED STUDIES

CHENG-FENG CHANG Yu-MEI;CHUNG
-
National Taiwan Normal University Veterans General Hospital
ABSTRACT

Preschool Language Scale (1979) was revised for use in Taiwan
under the title of Preschool Language Scale-Chinese Version (PLS-C). The
PLS-C, containing two subtests: Auditory Comprehension Subtest and
Verbal Ability Subtest, is to assess language ability of children between 2
to 5:11 years of age. Administration of the PLS-C takes 30 minutes. The
PLS-C was standardized on 363 children (175 boys and 188 girls). The scores
can be converted to age equivalents, percentile ranks, and T-scores. Test-
retest reliability was .95. Validity for the PLS-C was satisfactorily demon-
strated by correlating performances on CMMS-C (.60, .49, and .54 respectively).
Two-way analysis of variance did not report sex differences. Differences
between age groups were significant (p<<.05) except the groups between 5
and 6. Other related researches indicated that the language ability of the
only child is less than children with siblings (p<C.05). Children of parents
with moderate to high educational backgrounds are a little superior to
those of parents with low educaitonal backgrounds but not significant.
Birth order in this study did not indicate significant differences either. In
sum, PLS-C appeared to be adequatein assessing language ability of preschool
children.
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