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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to compare the opinions of the disabled adults who wish to
attend the adult education services with those' of the institutes that provide adult education at
present. Literature reviews, questionnaire surveys from 628 disabled adult subjects and 268 adult
education institutes were administered to gather the data. Data were analyzed by both
quantitative and qualitative methods. Major Findings were:

1. 32% of the adult education institutes would like to provide education to the disabled adults,
whereas 11% of the disabled adults without completing compulsory education would like to
receive the adult education.

2. Current adult education systems seldom provided programs for the disabled and the
existing programs did not cope with the needs of the disabled adults. In the future, many of the
adult education institutes would like to provide programs for the physically, mentally, and
multiply disabled adults but few would like to serve the emotionally disturbed.

3. Elementary and junior high schools were more fevered by the institutes and disabled adults
themselves. However, still 20% to 30% of the disabled adults would like to receive the adult
education at job sites and home.

4. Most seen curricula of the current adult education institutes were regular curriculum for the
elementary level students, basic 3R curriculum, and leisure and social skills . More than half of
the institutes which like to render programs for the disabled adults in the future indicated basic life
skills for the adults, leisure and social skills, and vocational training were the priorities of the
curricula for the disabled. Whereas 39% of the disabled adults without completing compulsory
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education needed vocational training curriculum and 33% of them needed basic life skill
curriculum.

5. Approximately two thirds of the institutes and the disabled adults thought inclusive adult
education programs were the more suitable programs for the disabled adults, but still one third of
them thought the programs should be only provided according to the disability category.

6. 60% of the institutes would like to provide nighttime programs for the disabled, followed
by daytime (35%) and summer vacation (25%). Whereas 60% of the disabled would like to learn
in the daytime, 35% fevered nighttime, and only a few hoped to learn in the weekend and summer.

7. Most of the institutes and many of disabled adults favored small group instructions. 32%
of the disabled aduits hoped to learn by one to one instructions in comparison of 4% of the
institutes. Lectures and practices were fevered by both of the institutes and disabled adults.

8. The most needed assistance of the disabled adults was traffic service, followed by tuition
waiver, convenient learning environment, and voluntary helpers of the academics. For the
institutes, the most needed assistance was budgets, followed by facilities, community involvement,
and special education faculties.

9. 68% of the institutes did not cooperate with other institutes to provide services. In the
future, 40% hope to provide programs in joint with the university adult centers, 38% wish to work
with the vocational training centers, and 34% like to cooperate with the welfare institutes for the
disabled and the university special education center.

According to the research findings, some suggestions were made for future development of
the disabled adult education.

Keywords: disabled adult, adult education, needs
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