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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to identify sensitive indices that can be used for written
language assessment of Chinese children in the areas of syntax and semantics. Four written
prompts, two in the narrative mode and two in the expository mode, were utilized to elicit four
written language samples per student. A scoring manual, developed by the investigator, was
explicitly designed for scorers who were not linguists. Written language samples from 108
subjects (36 in each level of language achievement) were scored in both language domains, syntax,
and semantics, based on potential indices.

The results indicated there was not a significant difference in the total number of sentences
written across the three levels; however, a significant difference was found in the number or
proportion of the complexity of sentence structures used . Sentence length, measured either by
characters or words, was found to be the best index to differentiate between the three groups
regarding syntactic complexity of a written sample.

With respect to the semantic domain, results indicated that six factors used to measure
vocabulary size can best differentiate vocabulary maturity among the groups. The findings also
provided evidence that using characters as a unit to measure the vocabulary size or sentence length
has the same reliability as that measured by words. I[n addition, greater use of idioms in written

texts appears to be characteristic of language proficiency during school-aged children.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF ORAL LANGUAGE
COMPREHENSION OF CHINESE LOW ACHIEVERS

Mei-fang Chen
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate Chinese low achievers’ oral language
comprehension and the relationship between oral language comprehension and reading
comprehension. It is a three-year developmental study. The subjects included 246 students with
different Chinese achievement levels. These subjects were followed up from the 2nd and the 5th
grade on the first year of this study to the 4th and the 7th grade on the third year. Major findings
were: (1) Low achievers were inferior to middle and high achievers on oral language
comprehension during the primary school level. (2) The low achievers’ developmental patterns

on oral language comprehension.

Keywords: oral language comprehension, reading comprehension, low achiever, poor reader
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