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Teaching “Thinking” through the High School Chinese
Literature Curriculum: An Exploratory Study

Mei-Fang Chen
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ABSTRACT

In this study a heterogeneous research group, consisting of teachers who majored
in Chinese literature, gifted education or educational psychology, worked together for
one year to development curricula that could integrate Chinese literature and the
development of convergent thinking skills. This article reports the major strategies used
in designing curricula and provides samples of curricula designed by the research group.
Our conclusion is that a curriculum which integrates Chinese literature with convergent
thinking skills can clearly enhance students’ motivation to study, explore and discuss
Chinese literature. Thus the use of such a curriculum will certainly have a positive
impact on both teachers and students of Chinese literature. However, this research
project was of limited scope insofar as it did not attempt to empirically evaluate
students’ verbal and thinking abilities and the presumed degree of improvement in these

abilities.

Keywords: Chinese literature curriculum, integration of skills, convergent thinking



