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ABSTRACT

For ensuring effectiveness of early intervention, professionals in the field have strongly
suggested to involve parents and provide family supports services based on unique needs and
strengths of individual families of young handicapped children. This study was, therefore,
intended to identify needs of the family with a young intellectually disabled child in Taiwan
with the Family Needs Survey. Total of 297 families of handicapped children ( Mean CA =
6.4 years, Ranges =0.7-12 years ) receiving intervention services and special education
participated in the study. The subjects constituted three groups of families with 0-2, 3-5,
and 6-12 years olds. The results indicated that the child’s ages, handicapping conditions,
and family functioning of affective climate and resources of finance and supports had
significant effects on needs expressed by these families. Families of intellectually disabled
children aged ranged from .7 to 5.9 years expressed significantly more needs for informa-
tion and professional supports than those of handicapped children at the elementary level.
It was also found that families of children with multiple handicapping conditions had
significantly more needs for professional support, community services, and financial

supports than those of young mentally handicapped children.
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PEER RELATION IN CHILDREN WITH ADHD

Li-Yu Hung

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

Peer relation is found to be the powerful predictor to the social adjustment in
adulthood of people with disabilities. However, children with ADHD are often referred to
the clinic with poor social relations. The study is to explore the peer relations of six-
graders with ADHD and to investigate the predictors to the peer acceptance and rejection
of children with ADHD. 85 children were identified with ADHD by using Pelham’s
Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Subscale and the criteria of the DSM-III-R. Teacher rating
scale, self-rated interpersonal relation scale and self-concept scale, and sociometric
measurement were used to collect data. Five major findings of this study were found: (a)
children with ADHD were found to have poor social relation from measurements based on
teachers’, peers’, or their own viewpoints; (b ) children with ADHD had poor
social adustment, from teachers’, peers’ or their own viewpoints; (c ) peer nominated peer
acceptance and rejection was better related to teached rating unsociability than to
self-ratedpeer relations; (d ) peer-nominated withdrawal and teacher-rated unsoicability
were negatively related to peer acceptance, but peer-nominated hyperactivity was
positively related; peer-nominated aggression and withdrawal and teacher-rated conduct
problem, hyperactivity, unsociability, inattention, and impulsivity were positively related
to peer rejection; and (e ) withdrawal nominated by peers was found to be the most
powerful predictor to peer acceptance, and aggression and withdrawal nominated by peer
and unsocialbility from teacher rating scale were found to be powerful predictors to peer

rejection. According to these findings, suggestions for interventions and research were made.
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ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR OF THE

MENTALLY RETARDED IN TAIWAN, ROC

Tai-Hwa Emily LU

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to examine the adaptive behavior of
the mildly and moderately mentally retarded students in Taiwan, ROC. Two
main focuses were: (a ) to find out the structure and pattern of adaptive
behavior of the mentally retarded in comparison to those of the normal
children; (b) to examine the relationship between intelligence and adaptive
behavior for verifying the need of using an adaptive behavior measure during
the identification procedure. A total of 368 mentally retarded elementary
and junior high students and 541 norm sample from grade one to grade
seven participated in this study. The newly revised Chinese Version of
the Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scale -- Classroom Edition and the Chinese
Version of the WISC-R Scale were used as instruments. Obtained data were
analyzed by using factor analysis, cluster analysis, t-test for independent
groups, Pearson correlation, regression analysis, and contingency tables.
The following were the main findings: (a ) Adaptive behavior is a two-
dimensional structure for both the normal and mentally retarded students.

Cognition and Psychomotor are the two main factors; (b ) The profile
typology of the mentally retarded is different from the core profile typolo-
gies of the normal children. The most deficit subdomain of the mentally
retarded is' Written, followed by Expressive and Community and the most
deficit domain is Communication; (c¢ ) The adaptive behavior performances
of the mentally retarded were lower than those of the normal students
whereas the adaptive behaviors of the mildly retarded were higher than
those of the moderately retarded; (d) Low to moderate relationships were
found between intelligence and all domains’, subdomains’, and total
scale scores on VABS-CE and only 8% to 26% of the adaptive behavior
could be predicted from intelligence; (e) 28 students were misidentified as
mentally retarded by adding adaptive behavior as another criterion besides
intelligence, therefore, adaptive behavior measure is needed during the
identification procedure. The limitations and suggestions also were discu-
ssed for future plementations.

=107 -



