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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was threefold : (a ) identifying the per-
sonality traits, (b ) examining the creative processes, and ( ¢ ) nquiring
into the career development of outstanding inventors in Taiwan.

The sample consisted of 20 outstanding ‘inventors. Data were collected
through depth-interview, questionnaire, and personality trait checklist.

The results were delineated as follows:
In Personality Traits, their most important traits ware creative, stable,
confident, optimistic, and responsible.
In Creative Process, which invention stager consisted of inspiration and
motivation, conceptualization, planning, experimentation and researching,
and completion,Commercialization and Follow-up Processes in clude indu-
strial design, development and manufacturing, exploring and broadening
markets, and legal protection.
In termsof Career evelopment, resulss were summarseel asfollows :
1. Learning process : They were active learners using multiple sources
and methods.
2. Family background : Most of them were not from well-to-do families.
Their parents’ parenting style inclined towards leniency.
3. Formal education : Schooling did not bear much influence on their in

ventiveness.

EE 7o as 1 ol

4.The process of invention: ' g

(1) Motivation factors related were problem-solving,interest,influence
by significant others, opportunity for career development and job require-
ment.

(2 ) Accomplishment : The average age of their first patents was 31;
the average age at the time of their most satisfying inventions was 42.

(3) The relationship between invention and their jobsinvolved full-time
engaging in invention, making improvements as part of job requirement,
further development of their inventions, and avocational interest.

(4) Joy and_sorrow : The joys were derived from invention, finnacial
rewards, and sense of pride. However, they were troubled from financial
difficulties, public attitude, and lack of legal protection.

(5) Risks : Invention was regarded as a risky business ; after investing
time, money, and energy, the reward could-be minimal.

5. Invention as a life career:

(1) Life style : Most inventors were used to and could adapt to the
life style of an inventor.

(2 ) Influence of significant others : Influence from family members and
friends were both positive and negatively. Family members as compared
with friends appeared to be more influential.

(3 ) Expectation : It involved Continuing to help the development of
young inventors and to return their benefits to the society.

In cohclusion, individual differences were found in these inventors’

career development. Implication and suggestions were discussed.
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