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A Study of Creative Process of Outstanding Musician

Chao-Yi1 Chen

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The participants in this study were four distinguished musicians. Case studies were
used as the framework for in-depth interviews and data collection. The creative process
of musicians was analyzed by being divided into five stages. First is the
materials-gathering stage: for very advanced musicians most musical “ideas” come out
of an accumulated, overflowing reservoir of feelings, memories and life experiences,
from which they may suddenly be drawn in a moment of inspiration. Second is the
incubation stage, in which the notes seem to flow or circle around in the musician’s
(composer’s, conductor’s, virtuoso performer’s) brain or heart. Third is the
“structuring” stage: here the most promising musical concepts are brought together into
a form or structure, and any that now seem unnecessary to the over-all design are
discarded. Fourth is the revision stage, in which the best possible fitting-together of all
the elements is achieved, the greatest efficiency, clarity, thus beauty are realized.
Finally comes the presentation or performance of the musical piece (work): the
musician naturally wants to perform his/her work as perfectly (as beautifully) as
possible, so that his/her audience may experience the greatest possible aesthetic

pleasure and joy.

Keywords: Keywords: musician, stages of creative process.
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