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ABSTRACT

The study was to explore the relationship between visual perception under Chinese reading
system and Chinese competence and reading comprehension of the 2nd- and 5th- graded Chi-
nese poor readers. Four measures were administered in 366 subjects (i.e., 183 for each grade):
"Checklist of Learning Characteristics,’ *Test of Visual Perception in Chinese (TVPC),” "Test of
Chinese Competence (TCC),” and 'Test of Reading Comprehension (TRC).” Two major findings
were concluded: Abilities of visual perception measures by the TVPC differed from grades and
Chinese achievement levels. Abilities of visual perception measured by the TVPC were found to
be powerful predictors of Chinese competence and reading comprehension; however, the power
of prediction and variables varied from different grades and different Chinese achievement sub-
jects. Recommendations to further studies were made.
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the study was to investigate primary students’ global verbal comprehension
ability and its relationship with reading ability. The global verbal comprehension components in
this study included: picture vocabulary, listening comprehension and oral repetition ability. The
subjects included 183 second-grade and 183 fifth-grade students with different Chinese achieve-
ment levels, which were selected from four areas of Taiwan. '

The major findings were: 1) The fifth graders’ scores were superior than those of second
graders on picture vocabulary and listening comprehension. 2) At second grade level, students
with high achievement earned higher scores on picture vocabulary, listening comprehension and
oral repetition than middle and low achievers. At fifth grade level, however, high and middle
achievers were similar on the three components, and were both superior than low achievers. 3)
The correlation coefficients among picture vocabulary, listening comprehension and oral repeti-
tion were within .4 to .6. 4) The three components of global verbal comprehension were signifi-
cant correlated with Chinese ability and reading comprehension, but the coefficients were some-

what different between two grades and among three achievement levels.




