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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate Chinese low achievers’ oral language
comprehension and the relationship between oral language comprehension and reading
comprehension. It is a three-year developmental study. The subjects included 246 students with
different Chinese achievement levels. These subjects were followed up from the 2nd and the 5th
grade on the first year of this study to the 4th and the 7th grade on the third year. Major findings
were: (1) Low achievers were inferior to middle and high achievers on oral language
comprehension during the primary school level. (2) The low achievers’ developmental patterns

on oral language comprehension.
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PHONOLOGICAL ABILITIES IN READING-
DISABLED ELEMENTARY GRADERS

Sht-Lee Chen Shih-Jay Tzeng

Taitung Teacher’s College

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the phonological abilities in reading disabled (RD)
and normal readers. Eighty-eight 2- to 6-grade students, diagnosed as reading disables, were
selected from two elementary schools of Kaoshuing City to participate the study. A match group
of 88 students with reading ability ranked as normal served as the control group. Two groups of
tests were administered to measure participants’ phonologically-related cognitive components.
The first group, including tests of phoneme deletion(PD), phoneme blending(PB), and tonal
awareness(TA), was designed to measure phonological awareness. The second group was to
measure the extent of phonological recoding(PR). No significant differences were found in PD
and PB between the normal and RD groups. However, the scores of RD groups’ TA and PR
were found significantly lower than those of the control group. No significant correlation
coefficients were established between any cognitive components and reading comprehension.

From these results, the researcher is of the view that, the causes of reading difficulties of
Chinese young RDs may highly correlated with malfunction in processes of “ phonologically-
related working memory”, rather than the difficulties in “phonological awareness(in this study, at
consonant-vowel level manipulation)”. To state more specifically, during the working memory
processes, children with reading disabilities seemed to be not as efficient as the controls in
recoding written materials into phonological codes. The researcher speculated that this factor

may contribute to the subsequent reading failure.



