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CREATING CARING AND SUPPORTIVE CLASSROOM
CULTURE: TEACHERS USE OF STRATEGIES TO
FACILITATE SOCIAL RELATIONS IN
EARLY CHILDHOOD INCLUSIVE PROGRAMS

Chi-Zong Tsou

Teacher Education Program, Taipei Physical Education College

ABSTRACT

The main purpose of the study was to understand teachers’ use of strategies to create caring
and supportive classroom culture in early childhood inclusive programs in Taiwan. Ten teachers
in five classrooms were involved in the study. Classroom observations and interviews were done
to collect information.

It was found that teachers believed that the main purpose of inclusive education is to teach
children to accept and respect individual differences, to build a supportive learning community, to
help develop independent social problem solving skills and to implement a wide range of
curriculum content including the promotion of social understanding. Classroom teachers
emphasized teaching emphathy to young children and they used mainly dialogue, discussion, role
play and stories to help establish a positive interaction atmosphere in the classroom . As for
children with special needs, they emphasized that they should also follow the same classroom
rules and learn independent problem solving skills. Parents and peers were recognized as
important collaborators in classroom management, however peers were not fully trained and used
as resources for teaching in many classrooms and there were variations in the adaptations made for
children with special needs. Suggestions were made for practical and research issues.

Key words: inclusion, early childhood education, classroom culture, classroom management,
social skill intervention, attitude towards the handicapped



