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LEARNING OF DEVELOPMENTALLY DELAYED
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EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
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ABSTRACT

In this qualitative study, it was intended to explore the learning process and outcomes of
developmentally delayed youngsters and their normally developing peers and teachers as the result
of teaching supports of expert consultations and in-class volunteers assistance. Deriving from the
data collected from participant observation, in-depth interviewing, and documents in a public
kindergarten, some critical issues were then pinpointed.

Feelings of pressures, uneasiness, or even rejection, were reported or observed in teachers
because of having one or two developmentally delayed children in the class, especially those
demonstrating challenging behaviors. Teachers had reported that they had problems designing
individualized instructions for the delayed child due to lack of sufficient knowledge and time.
Youngsters with developmental delays could be easily neglected or have privileges to do whatever
they liked in the class when teachers were busy preparing teaching materials, writing teaching
records, or doing administration work. However, having supports from experts and volunteers,
regular classroom teachers gradually demonstrated better understanding and acceptance of the
delayed child and better using teaching strategies. As the result, delayed youngsters were found
to show progress in their developments, especially language and social interaction.  For normally
developing children, they also had learned to care or teach their delayed peers.

Key words: Inclusive Education, Developmentally Delayed Preschoolers, Qualitative Study



