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ABSTRACT

Purpose: Reflective thinking is considered an important factor in the professional
development of teachers; therefore, peer interaction and professional dialogue are
effective approaches to promote reflective thinking. This study explores the interaction
and reflective thinking of special education student teachers and their expert mentors on
practicum. Methods: Three special education student teachers and 3 expert mentors
participated in this study. The expert mentors were selected according to certain criteria
including graduating from teacher colleges or normal universities, more than 7 years
teaching experience, obtaining recognition from the staff of their school, and obtaining a
government award. Data were collected through field observations, interviews, and some
documents on practicum from participants in three schools. Participants of the same
school were observed when they taught a minimum of 4 times, after which the dialogue
after teaching was recorded and translated into a manuscript. Findings: The interacting
model of special education student teachers and their expert mentors included 3 models:
the peer model, the mentor-apprenticeship model, and the family model. Teachers of the
peer model possessed mutual respect and discussed equally. Teachers of the mentor ap-
prenticeship model did not discuss equally and the mentor rendered direct instruction to
the student teacher. The mentor of the family model did not discuss equally with the stu-
dent teacher, nor rendered direct instruction to the student teacher, but interacted similar
to a mother-daughter relationship. Both teachers in the peer model obtained enhanced
professional development, and exhibited progress in reflective thinking. The reflective

thinking process includes planning, teaching action, self-criticism, and constructing in-



structional knowledge. Teachers in the mentor apprenticeship model and the family
model achieved less development than teachers in the peer model. The 3 expert mentors
esteemed educational goals, understanding student behaviors, students’ special needs, and
used more instructional knowledge; the student teacher in the peer model esteemed edu-
cational goals and used more instructional knowledge. The other 2 student teachers es-
teemed student routines and participation. Conclusions/Implications: Based on the find-
ings, the authors encourage student teachers and their expert mentors to provide equal
emphasis to professional dialogue to promote professional development. Expert mentors
can encourage young student teachers to talk more and inspire them to think more. Stu-
dent teachers should respectfully consult their senior mentors, but still express their re-
flective thinking. The authors encourage expert mentors and young student teachers to

continue to integrate theory and practice.

Keywords: student teachers, mentors, expert teachers, reflective thinking
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