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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate current situation and expectation of transition
services for students with mental disabilities in senior vocational high school. Questionnaires
were developed to analyze responses from school administrators, teachers, parents, and institution
personnel. A total of 399 completed surveys (82%) were returned. Results suggest:

1. Most of the respondents had positive perceptions of transition system. Parents were
generally affirmative that schools offered their children three years of vocational education.
However, schools administrators, teachers, and parents all considered that there was gap between
the ideal transition system and the one currently implemented.

2. There were differences among different group members on their understanding and
perception of transition system. The big difference existed especially between school
administrators and parents, they had different responses to the participation, goal achievement,
vocational education, and apprenticeship of transition program.  Besides, even school
administrators and teachers had gap of understandings toward transition services.

3. The differences of “must” or “must not” to put transition system into practice was
relatively small. This showed that the ideal of the goal and direction of transition service was
almost the same among groups. Therefore, to grasp the consensus of all parties would be the key
factor to overcome the current predicament.

4. The differentiation of the response between schools and institutions showed lack of
communication between schools and communities. Materials were double collected and human
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resources being wasted. In order to implement effective transition service, to develop well
communication and cooperation channels could be very helpful.

5. There were many difficulties that schools could not solve while offering transition services,
including lack of regulations, systems, social acceptance to disabilities, and etc. Authorities
concerned should take the responsibilities to handle these issues.

According to the findings and conclusions, suggestions are proposed with the aspects of inter-
intra school communication, resources sharing and development, and the establishment of
transition system.

Key words: special class in vocational senior high school, transition service, transition system



