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A STUDY ON THE FUNCTIONAL LANGUAGE ABILITIES
AND ITS CORRELATED FACTORS OF HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS WITH MENTAL RETARDATION

Chien-Hui Lin

National Changhua University of Education

ABSTRACT

This research examined the functional language abilities and the factors affecting these
abilities. 142 students from grade 10 to 12 with mild or moderate mental retardation participated
in the study. The Functional Language Diagnostic Test and a self-developed checklist regarding
the family factors affecting the development of functional language abilities were used as the
research instruments. Utilized a series of two-way ANOVA and multiple stepwise regression
analysis, the results indicated that: (1) high school students with mental retardation performed
better on the subtest of oral expression, but did worst on the subtest of written expression. (2)
students in the high school special classes performed significantly better among all subtests of the
assessment than students in special schools for the mental retardation. (3) significant differences
were found among students with different levels of mental retardation, educational placements, as
well as areas of schools. (4) the differences in the severity of retardation, placements, and areas
significantly correlated with the test scores, and different educational placement served as the best
predictor for their functional language performance. (5) family factors such as the primary
dialect, mother’s educational background, the frequency of parental involvement in homework and
school activities significantly affected their child’s performance on written expression, oral

expression, and reading comprehension respectively.

Key words: functional language, mental retardation, correlated factors



