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FTERMLENEA - AB LA T
B PR FESE # i 230 — Bk - 61
AR e AN S = ANG S v S s WA |
BN T R MR -G R /e
HHERA - AFF G — IR > ATREAN Chall
BRI RIRRES - IR R B PR Bl ey

EREE - EASEAR - A ST AR
A NI RS NE T A
(cross-sectional ) MFEHEE M (longitudinal )
W% - R RN — B AR AR LA 2 i
FrHlEs - ISR 2 hE ke s -
FEF—FEER AN RINEREE R - LIRS A]
DU SR B R IR R > SR R IR R IR ]
B AREE - (HAlSEEARZRZNT
# o [ RO HATRERREREARR - K
BrRE TS B HER— sk Re U
B NBD1R% - R B2/ Bkl (1 240
B EFIAE R B ¢ B VIR
B RAE RS ERA RSP E A8
ERBTEFEIETEFEAIRN - ML
FEAARE T RE IR A P RE — e AR ANt -



B RE R4 BT BRI — B AKE Z AT RERR 9

TR 52— AT RE TR A DL
e\~ VRS 20T 2 2663 2 R
AN, 7 B A S B R R o AR U I
FHERARHES ] © J\ ~ JUFARERA:FT IR A39 Bl
AR > FHALERT 2,000 BITFARIE A12 BRAH 3]
filrk - B 19 8 SESEAE 2,000-3,500 F
#7300 {7 R —#% - fkh 3 M7 2k 15
T FHRLE 3,500 LR £ 700 fEF Rk
ERRdhH 3 E > 3t 6 7 BEET 40 F

ARG BB 35~40 RERIZBIEE 29~34 7 »
GREMESIILE R > HE Bk mnE
H o 195 eEds - AU RS
FEATREA R IR R EEILTTEA ~ T
R — R TR IR E M TR A LR K
(N7 2 EARER 7 822 A/ MY DA% (5 47
8RR - B E U A g Se R T RE
H o Al A — e e
J\~ TR A BT S -

KA ATEFEK 45 - EFRENERBEEGESEFTENELHEEH

(EKEkT-AE IR T EREVALE

ik % © 5% &

— 164.89 79.82 151.36 82.86 655.11 244.74 715.82 254.44
- 587.71 249.16 712.60 210.96  1,288.84 184.65  1,305.45 184.48
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ABSTRACT

The “Matthew effects” refer to the “rich-get-richer” phenomenon, that is, children
who already have good vocabularies will read more, learn more words and hence read
even better. Children with inadequate vocabularies tend to read less and therefore expand
their vocabulary more slowly, which in turn inhabits further growth in reading ability.
The main purpose of this study was to investigate the development of Chinese vocabulary,
in terms of the number of familiar characters, on the part of students with low decoding
abilities. What were the growth rates of students with low decoding abilities, and did their
performances and grades compare with those of students with average decoding abilities?
There were a total of 2,383 students from G1 to G9 in this study. Students were given a
character list and asked to write down the pronunciations and the meanings of particular
characters. The estimate of a student’s character size was calculated by weighting the
percentage of correct pronunciations and correct definitions, and scoring was discontin-
ued when a prescribed number of reading errors had been made. Results indicated that
the gap between the two groups in character size increased after the third grade, and that
the growth rate of character size for students with low decoding abilities was also slow as
compared with that of the average group. The difference between two groups was found

to be biggest in the 9™ grade.

Keywords: development of character size, Matthew effects, decoding ability, pronuncia-

tion, meaning



