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A STUDY OF THE COMMUNICATIVE FUNCTION OF
UNCONVENTIONAL VERBAL BEHAVIOR
WITH AUTISTIC CHILDREN

Nai-Chao Li

Chien Tan Elementary School

ABSTRACTS

The major purpose of this study was to analysis the relation between unconventional verbal
behavior (UVB), communicative function and verbal 1Q in children with autism by functional
assessment.

Twelve children with autism served as subjects, and were paired with each other on their
verbal 1Q and chronological age. All the participants communicated through verbal behavior
activity; including at least one of the immediate echolalia, metaphorical language, and repetitive
questioning.

The main findings of this study were stated as follows:

1. The main communicative functions of UVB: The main communicative functions of
immediate echolalia were turn-taking and Yes-answer; those of metaphorical language were
requesting object, requesting action, protests, self-directive, and requesting for permission; those
of repetitive questioning were calling, requesting for information, and exclamatory.

2. The relation between verbal 1Q and UVB: The number of immediate echolalia by autistic
children with high verbal 1Q was significantly fewer than those with low verbal 1Q, but there was
no significant difference on metaphorical language and repetitive questioning.

3. The relation between verbal 1Q and the communicative function of UVB: The number of
behavioral regulation and social interaction by autistic children with high verbal 1Q was no
significant difference than low verbal 1Q, but significantly better on joint attention and
exclamatory.
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4. The number of normal utterance and UVB by autistic children with high verbal 1Q was
more than low verbal 1Q subjects, but there was no significant difference. Otherwise, if the main
UVB of autistic children was repetitive questioning, his utterance expression was better than
subjects with other kinds of UVB.

5. The communicative functions of UVB by autistic children were being continuously
developed as well as normal children’s utterance expression. The whole communicative function
development will better and better with immediate echolalia, metaphorical language, and repetitive
questioning.

Key words: autism, unconventional verbal behavior, communicative function, functional assessment



