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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to develop a Behavioral Rating Scale for
Children with Autism (BSCA). Based on the criteria of Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorder (DSM-1V), a 4-point Likert's checklist is
designed to evaluate subject's characteristics in three major domains that
contain social interaction, communication, and specific behaviors. A total of
2146 pupils in Taiwan, 373 children with autism, 1773 without, was evaluated
to establish the norm of BSCA. Ultimately, three versions of BSCA, including
of preschool, first-to-second grade, third-grade and above, are formed. Results
showed that the higher of the score of BSCA, the more possibility with autism.
Reliabilities inspection indicated that all of 3 versions have satisfied internal
consistency ( Cronbach's a=.79-.82 for full scale, .42 - .91 between subscale),
test-retest reliability (r=.93 for 2 weeks interval, 1=.71 for one year delay). The
scale also had acceptable validity with Gilliam Autism Rating Scale as

criterion.
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