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THE INFLUENCE OF A SCAFFOLDING PLAY GROUP ON
THE SYMBOLIC PLAY OF A HIGH-FUNCTIONING
AUTISTIC: A CASE STUDY

Shu-Chin Wu Tsung-Ren Yang
Jeu-Guang Elementa School National Taipei Teachers College
ABSTRACT

This research investigated the play performance of a high-functioning autistic and what kinds
of scaffolding the high-functioning autistic received. A case study approach was adopted in this
research. Two children with autism and three normally developing children formed a scaffolding
play group. However, the researchers only analyzed the data of one girl with autism among all
participants.

Based on the ability of children with autism, individualized scaffoldings, including peers,
toys, teacher’s guidance, and environment arrangement, were provided in each stage in the
scaffolding play group. The scaffolding play group ran two sessions a week, 40 minutes each
session for 21 weeks. Each session was video-taped and observation notes were also taken. Both
qualitative and quantitative analysis were conducted.

Main findings were as follows:

1. The performance of the autistic child’s play:

(1) Through scaffolding, the autistic child promotes her play level from functional plays to
pretended plays.

(2) When the autistic child’s pretended play emerges, there are still rooms to enhance the
varieties and complexities of her play.

2. Scaffoldings of the play

(1) Peers were the most important scaffolding in the scaffolding play group.
(2) Teacher’s guidance did help interactions between the peers and the children with
autism.
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(3) The toys used in the play group were closely linked to the themes of play.
(4) Environment arrangements did affect the children’s play. The large space had a
negative effect on the children’s interactions in the study.
Recommendations are provided for future studies, play interventions and its generalization.

Key words: scaffolding play group, high-functioning autistic, symbolic play.



