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ABSTRACT

Recently, researchers on writing emphasize the complex sociocultural and linguistic
contexts on writing. (Sperling & Freeman, 2001) The study holds the social cognitive
perspective on writing. The aims are to describe the influential factors for different
types of students, and to conclude general principles of nurturing reading and writing
abilities for students. The participants include a research group and § students from 2
heterogeneous classes of different high schools. The research group consists of a pro-
fessor and 7 teachers of Chinese literature, gifted education or educational psychology.
Interviews, students’ writings, teacher’s evaluations and discussion of the research group
comprised the data collection instruments. The recordings of interviews and of the re-
search group discussions were transcribed. Case stories of each student were written.
The findings are as followed. First, the students write successfully only when they were
touched by the theme or had experienced something about the topic. The activated
knowledge might be the key to successful writing. Second, teacher’s feedback and peer
discussion are the influential factors. Third, it is important to establish a responsive en-
vironment which provides continuous and intensive writing experiences .and encourages

peer discussions and sharing excellent writings.
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