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Two Different Approaches to Radical-Based Remedial
Chinese Reading for Low-Achieving Beginning Readers
in Primary School

Li-Yu Hung Kuan-Ying Huang

National Taiwan Normal University Chung-Cheng Primary School, Taipei County

ABSTRACT

This study investigated the effects of two different approaches to the radical-based
remedial reading of Chinese characters: one method combined the characters with the
story context, the other did not. It thus tried to determine the most important factors for
increasing the effectiveness of primary students’ remedial Chinese reading. The study
was designed as a nonequivalent control-group experiment.  Thirty-three low-
achieving beginning readers were selected from the first and second grades in two
primary schools in Taipei County and randomly assigned to three groups. The speed and
accuracy of Chinese character recognition and writing were assessed via dictations and
the oral reading of characters list and stories at two different levels, and maze of two
different level stories. Analysis of the results of the two remedial reading methods
yielded three major findings: (1) Readings employing characters with different
reading material naturally produced different results. Both radical-based remedial
reading show effectiveness, but the approach combined characters with story context
proved more effective than the non-combining approach; (2) the difference of the
effectiveness of two approaches of remedial reading program only found in maintain of
the fluency of character recognition, oral reading of story and maze; (3) the result
indicated the effectiveness of the remedial program varied from the different levels of
difficulty of assessment.

Keywords: Remedial Reading, Radical-based Instruction, Character Recognition,

Learning from Story Context
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