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POLOCOES OF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOYG FOR
SPECIAL EDUCATION IN TAIWAN

Ting-Fang Wu Ming-Chung Chen

Chang-Gung University Chiayi School for Mentally Retarded

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate special education workers' opinions about current
policy of assistive technology for special education. A questionnaire, developed by authors and
reviewed by three expertises in this area, was sent out to people including government
administrators, special education experts, special educators and those working in associations for
exceptional children. 220 people completed the questionaire out of 368. The return rate was
59.8%. The results from the return questionnaire indicate the followings:

1. People working in special education prefer to use the term " technology device" in the
process of assistive technology localization. ™"Assistant device for education™ and "device" were
also appropriate terms except for special education experts. Those experts intend to use
assistive technology."”

2. People working in special education except for government administrators thought that

current policy of assistive technology is still not clear. Those related regulations were
insufficient for applying assistive technology.

3. Most people working in special education hold the positive attitude toward applying
assistive technology to enhance learning ability for those children with special needs. Assistive
technology devices and services for individual students should be considered in the Individualized
Educational Plan. Ministry of Education should provide sufficient funding for assistive
technology services. Poor public awareness and insufficient funding were the most leading two
factors that prevent assistive technology policy development.

4. Most people working in special education emphasized the importance of resource center
for assistive technology. The functions of resource center should include demonstrate assistive
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technology devices, evaluate and train people to use assistive devices, or loan and maintain the
devices, hold related workshop, as well as educate public.

5. Most people working in special education were not aware of applying assistive technology
in children with special needs. Assistive technology related courses should be included in the
professional training program and in-service training. Comparing with other professional groups,
special education experts tend to set up the professional program for assistive technology in
undergraduate and graduate level.

Key words: special education policy, assistive technology, resource center
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