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A STUDY OF THE ELDERLY CARE SYSTEM
OF VISUAL IMPAIRMENT

Chao-An Chi

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The focuses of this paper are as follows

1. the level of willingness of visually impaired individuals between the ages of 55 and 84 on
Taiwan of being settled in homes for the elderly

2. what types of institutional care they preferred

3. the willingness of institutions for the elderly to admit visually impaired senior citizens.

A random sampling of 444 persons was selected from 1,776 visually impaired individuals
between the ages of 55 and 84 in Taiwan as subjects of telephone interviews. Eight institutions
for the elderly were also chosen arbitrarily for the purpose of gathering information over the
interviews.

Of the 444 visually impaired individuals, 241 were between the ages of 55 and 64, 127
between the ages of 65 and 74, and 76 were between the ages of 75 and 84. The results of our
survey as to their willingness to be placed in homes for the elderly and how they came to live in
homes for the elderly follow.

1. 47.2% of respondents were willing and 52.8% of respondents were not willing to be placed
in rest homes.

2. With the most common answers first, the types of institutions the respondents hoped to be
placed in were: public institutions with care paid for with public funds and public institutions with
care paid for with private funds. Respondents would prefer staying in institutional or community
style homes for the elderly.

3. To 79% of respondents the religious affiliation of the institution would not be a
consideration when choosing an institution. To 21% of the individuals the religious affiliation of

the institution would be a consideration.
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4. Respondents preferred double rooms. 85% of the respondents felt that the only personal
furniture that they needed was their own closets.

5. 51.3% of respondents agreed and 48.7% disagreed that there was a need for equipment to
assist them in their daily lives.

6. The financial resources of more individuals under the age of 60 came from work as
compared to individuals over the age of 60. More individuals under 60 were willing to enter
institutions for the care of the elderly than were individuals over the age of 60. More individuals
under 60 chose to live in institutions with a main focus on care of the elderly and a secondary
focus on medical treatment. Individuals over 60 preferred institutions specializing in the care of
the elderly.

7. More married male respondents lived with their spouses or children than their single or
widowed counterparts. A larger percentage of married male respondents were financially well
off as compared to their single or widowed counterparts. More married male respondents derived
their income from work as compared to their single or widowed counterparts. Married male
respondents had more friends than single or widowed respondents. More married male
respondents were not concerned with the religious affiliation of institutions for the elderly as
compared to their single or widowed counterparts.

8. Fewer respondents that worked as masseuses or masseurs lived with their spouses or
children as compared with those that did not massage for a living. Fewer respondents that
worked as masseuses or masseurs owned their own homes as compared with those that did not
massage for a living. The incomes of respondents that massage for a living was more often
derived from work as compared to those that did not work as masseuses or masseurs.
Respondents that massaged for a living had fewer opportunities to spend with the families as
compared with their counterparts did not massage for a living. More respondents that worked as
masseuses or masseurs were unwilling to move into institutions for the care of the elderly as
compared with respondents that did massage for a living.

9. Most institutes that were willing to accept or had already accepted visually impaired senior
citizens into their institutions had between 4 and 30 staff members. Some employed foreign
laborers to care for the elderly. Larger institutions had other members on their staffs, including

doctors, nutritionists, nursing personnel, physical therapists, nurses, care givers, and drivers.
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