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ABSTRACT

Purpose: In Taiwan, increasingly more children with special needs attend regular pre-
school classrooms. In response to the trend of early inclusion, the itinerant early child-
hood special education (ECSE) teacher has become an important support for children
with special needs and preschool teachers. We view the child with special needs as a de-
veloping individual within nested systems. The child and his ECSE teacher form one mi-
crosystem, whereas he and his preschool teacher form another microsystem. The meso-
system consists of the connection between the two microsystems. This study follows the
context of the mesosystem to explore the collaborative process between ECSE teachers
and preschool teachers. Methods: We trained itinerant teachers to provide services for 3
years, based on the naturalistic approach, to 11 private preschools that have no special
education resources. This study adopted the qualitative approach to explore the collabora-
tive process between ECSE teachers and preschool teachers. The data were collected
through participation, observations, documents, and interviews with 3 itinerant ECSE
teachers and 5 preschool teachers. Results/Findings: The results of this study indicate (1)
collaboration did not occur spontaneously and it was necessary for ECSE teachers and
preschool teachers to understand each other’s needs and expectations. (2) It was impor-
tant to gain entry based on a problem-solving approach. (3) Activating the proximal
processes was crucial for solving professional conflicts and this took time. (4) Teachers’
professional development was facilitated once their connection in the mesosystem moved
in a positive direction. In the collaboration process between ECSE teachers and preschool
teachers, a discovery about novice ECSE teachers emerged; peer coaching and mentoring

support are important for their professional growth and collaboration. Conclu-



sions/Implications: Children with special needs learn through ongoing interaction within
their natural contexts rather than in isolated sessions. Early inclusion provides various
and abundant opportunities for children with special needs, but preschool teachers need
support from ECSE teachers to incorporate daily routines into their teaching. Collabora-
tion is important despite the fact that there might be different professional backgrounds
and perspectives between ECSE teachers and preschool teachers. Successful collabora-
tion takes time to work out and does not occur accidentally. This study emphasizes that
the key to collaboration success is not a simple formula such as two teachers sitting side
by side, but arises from two teachers working together toward a common goal, that is,
helping the child with special needs. Leadership was not sufficient and sometimes decen-
tralization and equalitarianism yield better results during this process. When itinerant
services became a regular and stable support for preschool teachers, some aspects
changed such as the teacher role, interaction, and relationships between ECSE teachers
and preschool teachers. The child with special needs benefits the most. In addition, a nov-
ice ECSE teacher who has support from peers or mentors does better than one who faces

a mesosystem alone.

Keywords: mesosystem, collaboration, natural environment, itinerant special education
teacher, early inclusion
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