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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of sentence pattern instruction
on question comprehension for two boys with autism. A single subject design with
multiple baselines across three different sentence patterns was employed in this study.
Three sentence patterns were "What is S doing ? ” ”Who is V-ing ?” and "Whom is
V-ed 7 ” Results indicated that the boys’ correct responses to the sentence pattern “What
is S doing?” significantly increased after intervention, but their correct responses
decreased under the anticipated level during the second-stage of intervention. Their
question comprehension scores bounced back to the anticipated level after brief remedial
instruction, and kept well during the follow-up phase. The boys’ question comprehension
for the sentence pattern "Who is V-ing?” was different after instruction. The
second-grader’s correct responses of this sentence pattern significantly increased after
intervention, but the first-grader improved gradually. Their correct responses decreased
under the anticipated level during the second-stage of intervention. However, their
question comprehension scores bounced back to the anticipated level after brief remedial
instruction, and kept well during the follow-up phase. Finally, the boys’ correct responses
to the sentence pattern “Whom is V-ed?” didn’t significantly increase after intervention,
rather improved gradually. In addition, they kept high correct response rates during the

second-stage of intervention and follow-up phase.
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