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ABSTRACT

This study was intended to explore factors associated with child development and later school
outcomes, and to identify risk factors for poor development. A standardized sample of 3,707
children with aged 3-71 months and the validity study sample of 120 follow-up samples (DD=59,
ND=61) and Taipei cases of 484 children (DD=252, ND=232) were studied. Child and family
background information and developmental quotients (DQs) were collected for both samples and
only children in the follow-up sample were surveyed with school performances. The result
indicated that children’s DQs were significantly corrected with child’s gender, problems at
pregnancy or at birth, parental education and occupational status, number of children at home,
language used at home, and family living area. Parental education, in particular, fairly predicted
later school problems of the child. Regression analyses of these factors demonstrated that
predictors of developmental outcomes varied for below 1 year olds, 1-2 years olds, and 3-5 years
olds. Multiple risk has more effects on child’s development and children in DD group experience
more risks than those in ND group. Lower parental education, more difficulties marital status,
problems found at pregnancy or at birth, and dialogue used at home other than Mandarin displayed
more frequently in children with poor development. It is suggested that identification of the risk
factors, particularly environmental factors, associated with poor developmental outcomes will help

target children and family in need of early intervention and family supports services.

Key words: risk factors, child development, school outcomes



